Insurance Information for Parent Advisory Councils


Note: The following information is taken from the Schools Protection Program (SPP) Administrators’ Handbook/Guide to SPP Coverage for the 2010/2011 School Year.  Please contact your school principal if you require any additional information.
The Schools Protection Program (SPP) provides coverage to all Boards of Education and Francophone Education Authorities against liability and loss; it also assists school districts in their identification and management of risks that may lead to loss or damage to property, or harm to individuals. 
Why is protection needed? 
School Districts, like all organizations and individuals, are exposed to legal liabilities and loss of or damage to property. Litigation against a School District, trustees, its staff or volunteers can result from many different types of situations.

SPP assists school districts, their trustees, staff and volunteers in responding to legal actions filed against them which are within the scope of coverage.
When is Coverage available and who is covered by the Schools Protection Program Liability Coverage? 
The Schools Protection Program liability coverage is primarily designed to protect the school district, and its employees while performing their duties, against liability claims. 

To the extent that liability arises from their authorized duties on behalf of the school district, coverage under SPP may also extend to include the activities of: 

Trustees 

Members of committees 

Volunteer workers, student teachers 

Students under certain circumstances 

Students participating in Work Experience programs 

Parent Advisory Councils, District Parent Advisory Councils, members and employees 

School Planning Councils 

Community School Societies, their directors, employees and volunteers 

What activities are covered? 
All school district authorized activities are covered. Authorizations for different activities may be given by teachers, school administrators or board administrators, depending on board policy. Individuals who are responsible for providing authorization should be familiar with, and follow board policy. 
Questions about the appropriateness of any particular activity should be referred to the School District Secretary-Treasurer. 
When is coverage not provided? 
The liability coverage will not respond to every type of claim. These exclusions are the most common: 

job-related injuries that are covered by WorkSafeBC; 

criminal or illegal acts; 

errors and omissions arising out of professional services contracts; 

ownership, use or operation of automobiles. 
Are the actions of volunteers covered under the liability coverage? 
There are three commonly raised questions concerning volunteers: 

1) Are the actions of volunteers performing volunteer duties on behalf of the school district covered by SPP? 
Yes. Volunteers’ actions are covered while participating in a school board or school authorized and supervised activity. 

However, not all situations that occur during school activities will be considered part of the volunteers’ approved duties. For example, if during a school band tour, a volunteer or staff member decides to go to the store to buy some personal items and as a result becomes involved in an incident causing injury to a third party, coverage will not be available because the activity was of a strictly personal nature and unrelated to the volunteer’s obligations. 

Volunteers should be aware that they may have some personal legal liability exposures. These exposures may be insured under the liability section of homeowners or tenants insurance policies, or under an automobile policy. Volunteers are advised to check with their own insurance agents. 

2) Are volunteer coaches, including volunteer coaches who receive an honorarium, extended coverage? 
Yes, however coverage is limited to that time during which they are participating in school district activities. 

3) Are volunteers provided any medical or disability benefits if injured while volunteering? 
There is no medical or disability coverage for volunteers. However, if they are injured by the actions of other people, they still have the right to sue. If the injury is automobile-related ICBC may provide coverage and ICBC should be advised. 

It is most important for volunteers to be advised that they are required to report all incidents to an administrative officer. This is necessary both for purposes of guidance on required procedures in the event of an accident, and for the Incident Report process. 

Are Parent Advisory Councils extended liability coverage? 
Yes. SPP liability coverage extends to cover Parent Advisory Councils (PAC's), members and employees with respect to authorized activities in connection with the school district. This coverage does not apply to claims brought by a member against any other member. 

School districts should ensure that PAC activities are properly authorized by the school district in accordance with board policy. Parent Advisory Councils are responsible to insure their own property and securities. 

Are School Planning Councils extended liability coverage? 
Yes, liability coverage under SPP is extended to School Planning Councils established by school boards. 
Are parent-sponsored events covered? 
No. Parent-sponsored events are not covered. SPP only covers events that are sponsored by either the school district or by the Parent Advisory Council, if authorized by the school district. Parents are not covered as "parents". They are covered only if they are acting as "school district volunteers" or "PAC members" while participating in school district events. 

An example of a parent-sponsored event that is not covered is a "Grad" event that is not sponsored by the school district or authorized by the school district as a PAC activity. 
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